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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  DAWLISH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
- of 


THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
YEAR  1948, 


ve  the  honour  to  present  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
rict  Council  of  Dawlish  my  Annual  Report  for  the  Year  1948, 

This  Report  has  been  drawn  up  on  similar  lines  to  that  of  1947 
as  directed  in  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  170/47. 

The  year  has  been  a very  busy  one  for  the  Public  Health 
Department  of  this  Council „ 


1 • Infect ious  Disease; 

During  1948  infectious  disease  was  much  more  in  evidence  and 
there  was  an  outbreak  of  measles  during  the  summer  which  afflicted  the 
greater  part  of  the  juvenile  population.  In  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  there  was  a sharp  outbreak  of  chickenpox.  There  were  eight 
cases  of  scarlet  fever , three  of  erysipelas  and  one  each  of  anterior 
poliomyelitis  and  cerebro-spinal  fever.  These  total  about  125  cases 
of  infectious  disease,  exclusive  of  tuberculosis  notifications  - a 
record  for  this  town. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  main  increase  has  been  due 
to  the  prevalence  of  measles,  an  illness  which,  before  the  5th  July 
would,  in  many  homes,  not  have  meant  the  summoning  of  the  family 
doctor. 


The  one  case  of  anterior  poliomyelitis  could  not  be  traced  to 
any  contact,  neither  could  the  one  case  of  scarlet  fever. 

2.  Milkj. 

For  the  second  year  in  succession  milk  sampling  was  carried 
out  at  frequent  intervals  throughout  the  year.  The  results  still 
leave  something  to  be  desired,  but  showed  considerable  improvement 
over  those  of  1947.  During  1948  it  was  noticeable  that  the  visits 
paid  in  the  previous  year  to  the  various  milk  producers ' premises  in 
most  instances  resulted  in  great  improvements  in  the  structures,  the 
maintenance  and  the  general  cleanliness. 

3 . Lee  Creams 

Many  ice  cream  samples  were  submitted  for  examination.  The 
majority  of  these  passed  the  test  satisfactorily, 

4.  Sewage  and  Sewerage; 

During  the  year  there  were  no  additions  to  the  Council's 
Sewerage  System  but  fouling  of  the  beach  continued  at  times.  In  this 
connection  the  Council  is  still  examining  their  Consultant's  Report 
upon  this  problem. 

5 . Water  Supply; 

During  the  year,  which  had  long  dry  periods,  some  restrictions 
mainly  upon  market  gardeners  were*  imposed -to  keep  up-  a constant  supply. 
The  Council  considered  reports  bj/-  the  Water  Engineer  upon  the  general 
situation  and  decided  to  increase  the  pumping  capacity  and  to  take  in 
further  areas  of  Gathering  Ground  (already  leased  but  not  being  used), 
and  preparations  in  the  form  of  survey  and  levels  were  made  during  the 
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year  for  consideration  in  19^9 » 

A high  standard  of  purity  of  the  domestic  water  supply  was 
maintained  throughout  the  year. 


6 , 


During  the  year  12  new  houses  were  built  and  12  families  re- 
housed therein.  In  addition,  the  construction' of  a further  20 
houses  was  begun.  The  progress  seems  all  too  slow  to  those  Officers 
of  the  Council,  and  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  particular, 
who  watch  a long  housing  list , covering  many  urgent  and  distressing 
cases,  diminish  so  slowly.  However,  the  total  number  of  houses 
completed  compares  favourably  with  the  record  of  towns  of  a comparable 
size. 


7 , Camping  Grounds; 

Much  attention  was  directed  to  the  local  camping  grounds 
during  19^-3. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  National  Real  Estate  and 
Finance  Company  Limited  appealed  before  Petty  Sessions  against  the 
decision  of  the  Dawlish  Urban  District  Council  to  terminate  the 
Licence.  The  Dawlish  Bench  of  Magistrates  upheld  the  decision  of 
the  Urban  Council,  but  the  National  Real  Estate  and  Finance  Company 
Limited  then  appealed  to  Quarter  Sessions  where,  in  November,  after 
an  Adjourned  Hearing  in  JuLy , the  appeal  of  the  Finance  Company  was 
finally  disallowed.  This  action* W" a Licencee  had  a marked  effect 
on  the  conduct  and  cleanliness  of  all  other  camping  grounds.  It 
was  noticed  that  much  more  care  was  taken  in  regard  to  sanitation  by 
the  majority  of  users  of  Nicholls  Field,  although  the  practice  of 
disposing  of  sewage,  treated  and  untreated,  in  the  perimeter  of  such 
a camping  field  year  in  and  year  out  cannot  be  regarded  as  a satis- 
factory sanitary  practice. 

8.  Vital,  States  tics  s 

As  in  previous  years  the  death  rate  is  higher  and  the  birth 
rate  lower  than  the  rest  of  England  and  Males,  which  is suits  from  a 
relatively  large  number  of  elderly  retired  people  and  a small  number 
of  young  people. 


There  was  no  maternal  mortality  or  puerperal  sepsis  for  the 
third  year  in  succession. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Sanitary  and  Water  Committee  and  the 
Housing  Committee  for  the  consideration  they  have  shown,  me  and  the 
support  they  have  afforded  me  throughout  the  year,  I desire  to' 
express  my  appreciation  of  the  Council’s  Staff,  who  have  always  shown 
themselves  willing  vo  help  and  co-operate  in  all  branches  of  the  work 
of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

I have  the  honour . to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  “Servant, 


(H.A  .CONSTABLE) 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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BIRTH  RATE 


Year 

1938 

1939 

.194  Q 

1941 

19.4.2 

1943 

19.44 

1&2 

1946. 

1947 

England 
& Wales 

15'.  1 

15.0 

14.6 

14.2 

15*8 

16.5 

17.6 

16.1 

19.1 

Dawlish 

9.5 

11.0 

11.6 

10.2 

12.7 

11.3 

14.2 

n P 
/.  o 

8.2 

9.5 

DEATH-RATE 


Year 

1918 

.1939 

l&O 

19_4l 

1942 

195-3 

1954 

1943 

1946 

1957 

England 
& Wales 

11.6 

12.1 

14.3 

12.9 

11.6 

12.1 

11.6 

11.4 

11.5 

Dawlish 

24.3 

32.2 

26.1 

22.4 

22.0 

15.0 

10.0 

l6 . 8 

15.0 

15.3 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population  ; 7006 

Live .Births  s Legitimate  Total  82 

Illegitimate  Total  7 

Grand  Total  87 

Still  Births  ; Total  2,  Male  1 (illegitimate).  Female  1 (legitimate) 
Birth  rate  $ 12  (Birth  Rate  for  England  & Wales  1948  - 17*9) 

Deaths  s Total  91  . Male  4o  Female  7l0 

Death, Rate  ; 13#  {Death  Rate  for  England  & Wales  1948  - 10.8) 

Maternal  Mortality  i Nil . 

.Infant i 1 e Mor t a lity  • 1 . 

Tuterculosis  Mortality  • 2 . 


Male 

Male 


48 

2 


Female  34 

J. 

32 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFICATIONS 


Diphtheria 

Nil 

) 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

) 

Enteric  Fever 

Nil 

) 

Dysentery 

Nil 

) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Nil- 

) 

Pneumonia 

Nil 

) 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

) 

Poliomyelitis 

) 

(Infantile  Paralysis) 

1 

) 

Chicken  Pox 

21 

) 

Measles 

91 

) 

Tuberculosis ? respirator 

2 

Deaths  % Nil, 


Deaths  s 2 
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